John Flansburgh here. an wing yout te you abot a vey SPE@CHAN 
offer to Information Club messbers. Marjorie Galen and | are embarking on an 
citing new venture. It's the... | 

. Flansburgh 


Hello Recordings CHD! ernst se a 


recording songs exclusively for our subscribers. By calling 1-800-HELLO -41 and using your credit card, or by using 
the mail order form on the back of this letter, you will receive TEN CD’S THIS YEAR. These four song ep’s 

are not for sale in any store. The price: $41. Hello subscribers will also receive the Hello Recording Club newsletter, 
Hey. 


Hello is an exciting way to check out i eW top quality artists as well as a safe haven for flakey side- 


projects of mine and other musicians. | guarantee you there is going to be some great music coming your way as a Hello 
Recording Club subscriber. K . ) 

The premiere release for March is electric zither stylist ran eWall You may remember Brian 
opened for us at a number of our US shows this fall. Mr. Dewan has also performed in the Blue Man Group band and with 
David Byrne. « 

Future releases include Pixies front-man Black Francis under his new nom-de-rock 


Frank Black unseen San Franciscans The Residents. slow and yet from New York 
Flat Old Wo tld an electronic music project produced by myself and Brooklyn art rock fellow 
Joshua sis , : 23 
For an additional E a receive a premium «They Might Be Giants 


song-cassette. This document of TMBG's original recordings from 1985 features unreleased material and alternate 
versions of many songs off our first LP. It is only available through the Hello Recording Club. All proceeds from this 
cassette premium will be donated to the People With AIDS Coalition. 


ae It's Easy! Fun!. like totally Hello! 


ef 
oN? “It's like totally hello” is an acknowledged colloquialisin of Cris Kirkwood of the Meat Puppets 

















IY~ZOSA4 


This is the tape that started it all! A true rarity and a fascinating document of TMBG's early years. 
Now available for the first time since its original release. 
A MUST FOR ALL HARDCORE GIANT-HEADS! 


For $5 over the initial subscription price to Hello Recording Club subscribers, we'll send you their 23 song cassette featuring 
hard to find recordings like I'm Def, Become A Robot and Hell Hotel plus embryonic versions of Don't Let's Start, Hotel 
Detective, Which Describes How You're Feeling, Puppet Head, Everything Right Is Wrong Again and You'll Miss Me. 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 1985 DEMO TAPE 
AVAILABLE IN RARE OFFER 


ONLY AVAILABLE TO HELLO RECORDING CLUB MEMBERS! 


Hello Recording Club will donate $5 dollars to the 
People With AIDS Coalition for every 23 song cassette sold 





HELLO RECORDING CLUB SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


|| YES. | want to become a member of the Hello Recording Club, and receive ten CD ep's on a bi-monthly basis for $41 


| YES. | want to become a member AND receive They Might Be Giants 23 song cassette for $46. Please donate the 
additional $5 to the People With AIDS Coalition. 





Name 
Address 
City 
") [have enclosed my check or money Order. new York State residents please add 8.25% sales tax. $41 + $2.38 sales tax = $44.38 OR $46 + $3.38 sales tax = $49.38. 


"} | would like you to bill my VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS. (Please print clearly) 





ae 





Method of payment © Check*noney order © American Express O VISA © Mastercard 


Credit card account number Expiration date 


Print name as it appears on credit card THE FINE PRINT: 
Join anytime jot 


un 
and receive all JO ed's 
' ai 


‘ 4 
witch are guaranteed h 
rT 


arrive ia fine com y/ 


Cardholder's Signature Daytime Telephone # 





es NEWITEMS! 
Skull shirt & 
| Baby Skull shirt 


Our most popular item this last tour, 
this shirt was designed by Meat 
Puppets guitarist Curt Kirkwood. 

#8 XL and L. $16 

Now we also have shirts in baby sizes 
too. The perfect gift for the 

| sophisticated baby. #8B size 4T $10. 


They Might Be Dead 
shirt with entire 


‘92 tour dates! 


YOU SAW ALL THE SHOWS- 

NOW BUY ALL THE SHIRTS. 

With its distinctive dead roach on the front and 
all the 1992 tour dates from around the globe 
listed on the back, this shirt is guaranteed 

to be a real collectors item. #9 XL ONLY. 

Long sleeve $18. Short sleeve $16 








ee 
The "Hey, It's That Guy” shirt 


YOU DON'T KNOW HIM, BUT YOU LOVE HIM. This distinctive 
shirt is a favorite night shirt with female TMBG fans every 
where. #10 XXL Only $18. 


eM asa 


New Bumper sticker sz.o-3 torss 


















Buttons 





rey MIGHTY | 


Bh CANS 








Bumper Sticker 





$2 or 3 for SS 


. fnexy MIGH’S 
(L & XL) mew album cover art on biack or white t-shirt with 1992 tour dates on back. <D STAMPS (oversize - 1X1 only) Big red letters with black postage stamps. NEE BF claws 


” 
T-Shirts 1L DIAL A SONG (1 & XL) T-shirt with the correct dial a song phone number Mustrated by jotto Seibold. 2 APOLLO 18 TOUR 


4 THE HAYSEED JOHNS (1 & x1) From an original cartoon by Mark Marek. Three color design in bive, siniple'eusd ecunge tela 6a @ villi abit: SNOWMAN 
{L & XL) The ever-popular TMBG cnowman, warming his hands over a pile of burning money. Black ink on white shirt or white ink on black shirt. 6 WORKER 


JOHNS (Ll & XL) Another Mark Marck cartoon of the Johns in bright industrial colors. 7 THE BIG CUP (|L & XL) Weirdly distorted red lettering beneath a Giants 


Pu 2 . - : B - . a a, 
a os bisch ne S16 crcort snit#3/$18 Pipmmabeimebeieee 


HEY MIGHT BE cuanrs 


AUS rer mest Be cunts Wr, cs, co) The debut album. 19 songs incioding, “Don't Let's 
Start”, “Hotel Detective”, “Puppet Head” & “She's An Angel”. LINCOLN (LP, CS, CD) The 2nd album. 18 songs 
including, “Ana Ng”, “They'll Need A Crane”, “Purple Toupee” & “Shoehorn With Teeth”. FLOOD (LP, CS, CD) The 
3rd album. 19 songs including, “Birdhouse in Your Soul”, “istanbul (Not Constantinople)” & “Your Racist Friend”. 
MISCELLANEOUS T (CS & CD) The B Side/Remix Compilation Album. 18 songs including “Hey Mr. DJ, | Thought You 
Said We Had A Deal”, “Birds Fly” & “Hello Radio”. APOLLO 18 (CS & CD) The 4th Album. 18 songs including, “| 
Palindrome I", “The Statue Got Me High” & “The Guitar”. LP $7.50, CS $8.50, CD $14.00 


Baseball Hats 


sifver thread availabie in two desurns 







= 
rig? _ 
Steere 


Building Better Music 








Postcards 


Two shots of John and John. Each 
set comes with an extra pair, so 
you can save one set and send 
the other. $2 








ORDERED BY: 


Name: 
Address: 


City/State: 


Zip: Country:. 





DESCRIPTION 
The Ww 





NEW! Set of 4 shot glasses 


Four beautiful frosted shot glasses with red and black 
printing featuring the They Might Be Giants logo and 
card suit symbols. Perfect for poker games or just 
drinking alone! Just $10/set 





pono - - - - rr 


SB ™ 6 PRODUCTION S © Department PPF NP * PO Box 110535 ¢ Williamsburgh Station * Brook lyn, NY © 11211-0003 


- . -" . 4 . 9 9 . "4 . j nisviv 
HOW TO ORDER: Read the fine print! Fill out this form (or a copy of it). Please print clearly and add correctly! Use the chart below to figure out the correct Shipp 
and Handling charge. Orders to be shipped to NY or NJ addresses must also include sales tax. Payment may be made by American Express, VISA or Mastercar 


check or money order for the total amount due, in US, Funds only, payable to TMB Productions. DO NOT SEND CASH! 





Fill out only if different from “Ordered By” 


SHIP TO: 
Name: Ben. wea — - 
Adaress =.= = _ 
City/State: : ee : 


Country: _ 


Zip. 















|__ Shipping & Handling Charges 


Cost of Goods 
$2 $4 


Up to $5 

$5.01 - $30 
$30.01 - $70 
$70.01 - $99 
Over $99 


















THE FINE PRINT: Allow 4-8 weeks for delivery within the U.S. & Canada, Allow 8-12 weeks for delivery 

outside the U.S. & Canada, Most domestic orders are shipped via UPS (U.S, Mail available by request.) All 

Joreign orders shipped by U.S. Mail. All prices are in U.S. Dollars and payment can only be accepted in U.S. 

i funds. Prices and descriptions are those in effect as of June 15, 1992 and are subject to change without notice, 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: /f not fully satisfied, return merchandise to TMB Productions within 30 

l days of receipt for a full refund. Please enclose the packing slip for faster processing. = 

I 





* For NY figure & 25% sales tax on cost of goods + shipping & handling. 


ee ee ee ee SS 








t For NJ figure 6% sales tax on non-apparel items only, 





ee ee eet 


SUBTOTAL (Cost of Goods) 
SHIPPING & HANDLING| ‘) > 


NY" /NJ' SALES TAX 
TOTAL DUE 


Method of payment aft K/money order -O American Express (J VISA UO Mastercard 


211s eee) [eT | 


Credit card account number Expiration dati 


Print name as i appears on credit card 








Cardholder's Signature 


Daytime Telephone # 


ad Or erm lose a 














Charleston, WV-based live concert 


scheduled to be released by Blue Plote Music this spri Amazingly, 
relecsed. The album olso features o track from Giants’ be 


music, so check if out... 


* IF YOU LUVE IN THE NORTHEASTERN U.S, you'll want to keep a sharp eye out this 


TMBG Information Bulletin 


* LUVE FROM THE MOUNTAIN STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA... 


wing. TMBG and the band will be playing oa small 


number of live shows ot colleges ond other locations there during the last wo weeks of Apri 


* THINGS THAT MAKE US FEEL OLD, In Jonvary John and John ond 20 or 30 of their friends and associates celebrated the 1 Oth 


anniversary of They Might Be Giants at a potluck dinner hosted by one of their Williamsburgh neighbors. I's really hard to believe that 


TMBG have been making music for o decode! 


* THEY MIGHT BE CYBERPUNKS? Folks with occess to an Internet electronic mail account will no doubt want to know thot there is a TMBG 

Internet mailing list, which can be subscribed to by sending e-mail with the subject line ‘subscribe digest’ addressed to ‘they-might-be 

request@gnu.ai.mit.edu’. If re also got Usenet NetNews access, be sure to check out the newsgroup ‘alt.music.tmbg’. IF you don’t 

: do might want to check out the TMBG message topics to be found on the 
Online services Prodigy, GEnie and America Online. (If none of this makes any sense to you consult the nearest computer expert) 

_ * ADMINISTRATRIVIA DEPARTMENT. The astute amongst you will have already noticed that the TMBG Post Office Box number has 

from 110553 to 110535, Please address all future correspondence accordingly. (Why ask why? Just do it!) As usual, please 


have Intemet access, but 


O Computer and a modem 


US Up to date on your address changes and keep those cards and letters coming... 


Rangeee 08S 


The 


The Weir 


of the unpredictability of life Apolle 18 extends the Giants’ 
ascending orbit with brilliant. rocket-(ueled modules of 


my repel gen en) NRE nwn 
Jae Lines ( always wmderstand the baste for prepared 


Like the experemen tal art rock stu? 

Not necemarily the most outmde een there's this 
ire thet hapgaee Bs person Mart getting a 
little older, w Panties that they don't have to lie 
everything that's . They don't necessanly | he 
everything that everyone else likes. They don't Nave to identi y 
themselves as being like everyone else in order to feel good 
about themselves So everybody start to feel like there's 
sconathing mane individual that tney’re tnto. Seo for us, it was 
mumc that was not mainstreas 

hw dad you get into the acordas ’ 

| bought my first accordion in 1984, and | borrowed 
momnetond y's year before and ployed it a lintle bit, But | gor 
senous about it in “B4 t became my instrument 

Sw you think of that ao yous mmm emstremen! 

that's the instrument | use to 


write on. 
De you stil 
Yeah, sure. 


oar, ee? 
this tour now I've got a bari sax, and I'm 


Might Be Giants: 
and the Wired 


peeying clarinet as well in previcus years Ive ocd bares eae, 
which is « reel drag to try and carry aroun m only ia it 
Peantc, but the case for it is even bigger | think the crew 6 
realy Brat | swttctwnt! to bari none 
1) sews 4 natural questa to at how yow do your mae on 
our’ 
For the last nine years we've been doing It using tapes 
Recently we had an eight track reel-to-reel doing all this stuff. 
We'd recorded everything ourselves, it wae s band composed 
of ua Thet was the show up until ts summer. Now for the 
first Gme we're taking out « live rhythm section and « 
bey bomrfist /saxcphonist So we're now a tat we've 
never done this before, so this is kind of « thing. This & 
partly why we're having such an elaborate production 
rehearsal, to make sure all the bugs are working. Keep those 
baags in line! 
De you have preciee ideas for arrangements in mind when you 
, 


poe 
Ob yeah The ti are half the reason why we do this, 
seamen’ vee like te Orvaniee music. The arrangement and the 
song are very bound up to one another in almost all cases with 
Qs. The drum sounds and instrument sounds are very 
unportant—it's really part of the song. It sort of comes out of 
doang stull where you're past at home with a tape recorder for 
en eera tenes cen Sone Sanat bent wre oemnonen a 
Liveng Rooet Studio Effect. 

Yeah, exactly. We didn’t start out playing in litte groups and 

shows 4hat a very different result in a musician, 


something we antes fun not having dome « pete aa 
7 Spe pottery pian fs , 
ne “ 
on thr news bond B cares ie at's ty eachoamgrpien 
wer ane of those worked-eut things, tr 
RS cee en Seeenne Of Wl eve een See 
along, dy mpeg get aciperan Bretnae dls = 
=rengement All the luke bits are extremely short and mebociic, 
Se a ON OIRG 08 MEL COLEED, CNY EET SORE 
Taken to the ultiwete by some wary. 
Yeah. That's like the extreme, the apogee of one our orbits 
Using this live band is exactly the opposite for us. It's 
inter eating now for us, now Unat we ve done both things. 
Are you goug te be downy ~ lowe? 
I dow't think se, no. It's really hard work adapting these 
arrangement toe live band just with the songs alone, it's been 
such @ chore to get everything memorized, get everyone to 
figure out all the parts and memorize them. The fact that we 
Maven't even starting working on “Fingertips” now would 
sugges to me that we'll never learn it. There's other stull that 
we're kind of hallway there with, maybe we'll get together by 
the end of Us tour 
You re arrangements are so tight and precise, if would seem to be 
somerwhel tricky & teach them tw other people 
And cruel Unnecessariy so. (laughter) 
De wow bake out the whip when you're rehearsing? 
Well, you know, we're playing with people who we personally 
bhe a lot, get along with, and it's definitely fun to be around 
them. So you have to temper your fascist impulses. The 
unpulses that John and | have evolved from just having 
machines that do whatever you want for years and years. Or 
mostly whatever you want, whatever you can get them to do. 
Are you stu! dowg Dual A- Song, then? 
Absolutely, Dial-A-Song will never die. in fact, I'm sure long 
alter we've broken up, stopped making records, done all that 
stulf, that we could still do Dial-A-Song. It's so easy. It's just a 
phone machine. Doesn't require any work. | guess the work is 
doing the demo for the songs that we'd be making anyway. 
They don't have to sound okay, fust have to be audible— 
‘cause they don't sound okay once go Over the phone line 
anyway. 





They Might Be Giants break out into “Red out the Berret!” 


VOrers ad comes from! 
The oty ce Gewres Career Oana Tage 
tungp whew we wore up Ws pet weemeed libe ol 


poring 
an Gieg They d come out wit) phoee machines in the 
easly oe eee eae and use. It was 
Rarsburgh 6 tes he to pet do Hen hie own phone. To 
we tt ommed Mie « horrible kies, “caused Kieew first of all Uva! 
'd never be sbée w reach hin quae Vires eatrute memmage 01) 
his machine, so you have to listen tp thet Whole thing in order 
to call bien, It was true for about « year: the only way to reach 
John was w call Dial A-Sang and start yedling alter Une beep fv 
hin to pick up the t y he was there 
When did you y start that? 
in ‘HS, | belkewe. It was right around the time that we'd Marte 
performing out. | ween’! playing the ecourdion yet, bul we hed 
a series of mishaps. One was john had his apartment broken 
into, and he lost a really nice guitar, and the tape recorder we 
been using for the live show, the reel-to-reel and an amplifier 
That put a damper on our performing lives, And then the othe: 
thing was, the same week, | fell off my bicycle and broke mm. 
wrist, so my whole right hand was in a cast. That really mean) 


WINTER 1993 


TMBG's performance of “Particle Man” on American Public Radio's 
progrom Mountain Stoge last August is included on THE BEST OF MOUNTAIN STAGE Volume 5 

his is the first time a live TMBG song has ever been commercially 
isis! Tony Maimone’s other band, Pere Ubu, a1 well as o bunch of other cool 


Test 


we had a lot more free time then we had had previously. So |) 


was time to unplement Diab A-Song 

oe ae total outpul of songs now? Are your up to 800 or « 
BOO? Well, we'we got four altrume out, we've got anotiver ting 
of albunylength that’s just Besides, plus we've got new Udder 
trom the last two alburns 

From the singles releases! 

Yeah, sia So | think the total is a hundred songs releanen 
I'd venture to guess there's maybe another hundred songs tho 
we never want anyone to hear, somewhere in the vault, Th 
main thing is that the ones you get are the ones thal are an) 


good, and the ones you don’t hear, you don't have to worr 


aboul, because they're terrible. They probably were on Dial. 
Song but we took them off 


You guys have been called coffer-driven Dudauts, and | wonderc. 


wheal your caffeme intake was lube. 
Very high. I've got a litte empty styrofoam cup in front af my 
right now. See, | 

extreme effect on me. lt governs my lile 


don't actually drink a lot, but It has a really 





Hey Everybody. 

There's a lot of activity here 
around They Might Be Glants' tree- 
fort. While John and | recover from 
the near-year long Apollo 18 touring, 
plans are already afoot for future 
projects. 


FRANK BLACK VIDEOS 

In the beginning of March, | will 
have completed directing the "Los 
Angeles" video for Frank Black- also 
known as Black Francis from the 
Pixies. (He's got a new album 
coming out on Elektra this spring. 
Linnell and TMBG touring-band-mate 
Kurt Hoffman play horns on the 
album.) 


They Might Be Giants Information Club 


P.O Box 110535 
Williamsburgh Station 
Brooklyn, New York 11211 


Address Correction Requested 


NEW DIAL-A-SONG 
SET UP 


As some of you have probably 
already noticed, Dial-A-Song has 
changed from a humble phone 
machine to a super-fancy high- 
tech computer-based voice mail 
deal. Besides the immediate 
chore of setting the thing up 
(leaving Smokin’ Bo Orloff, Linnell 
and me scratching our heads over 
the new cyber-opportunities for a 
day or so) it's running smoothly, 
and now offers the Dial-A-Song 
caller many different songs over 


Having only directed "The Guitar’ 
video before, | am a bit nervous about 
applying my limited skills to 
somebody else's project, but Frank 
and | had a good time cooking up the 
ideas (Frank on hover craft, fake 
metal band lip-syncing the song) so It 
seoms like It's golng to come out 
good. We're shooting them In Los 
Angeles and on location at Salton 
Sea, California, which is a 
combination of salt flats and flooded 
town. Be sure to call all those MTV 
900 numbers and request the video- 
"Los Angeles" by Frank Black. There 
is also a possibility that John and | 
will be hosting that 120 Minutes 
show soon, so stay tuned. 


TMBG INFO CLUB ID # T 22712 


BENJAMIN COMBEE 
30501 GEORGIA TECH STATION 
ATLANTA GA 30332 


the course of a day. Every few 
days I've been setting up the 
machine to play a different song 
every hour. We are also 
considering making it 
"interactive" with a changing 
menu of song choices. If you 
haven't called recently, you should 
check it out. It's clearer and has a 
lot of new songs written since we 
got off the tour, as well as the old 
"too ugly to get on the album" 
chestnuts. 25 Hours a day, 6 days 
a week Dial-A-Song beckons- Just 
a regular charge phone call to 
Brooklyn at 718-387-6962. 


Recordings available only frorn 
Hello 


COMING 
SOON 

>THE RESIDENTS 
>FRANK BLACK 
(Black Francis 


of the Pixies) 


>EUGENE 
CHADBOURNE 


(and from Japan) 


>THE NELORIES 
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HELLO OFFERINGS 


Work is nearly complete on the 
Hello Studio facility here in 
beautiful Brooklyn, and a number 
of productions are in the works for 
the Hello Recording Club. I'll be 
producing a lot of these sessions, 
and although there is no way of 
knowing everything that is going 
to be coming up on Hello, | hope 
these projects will become a 
valued part of your music 
collection. 

Later- 

John Flansburgh 
HEY Editor, HELLO Co-curator 
Guitarist, They Might Be Giants 





